History year 13
Monday, 5th September, periods III and IV

Europe 1789-1939

I think they can look after themselves without supervision. 
This lesson plan is ‘up’ at the top of the class webpage, http://richardmajor.com/BISL/history13.html.  
I told them to go to the webpage and click on the right button; so as long as someone reminds them to do this, they should be able to work on autopilot.

PERIOD III
1. Have a look at the last two screens of A Tale of Two Cities (section IV of the class webpage, parts 10 and 11). 
It is 1793, the year of the Terror. Sydney Carton, a gloomy English lawyer, drugs the French aristrocrat, Charles Darnay, who is in prison, waiting to be guillotined, and takes his place. Darnay is carried away to England and liberty and Lucie, the woman they both love. The two men happen to resemble each other so much they are played by the same (bad) actor. 
This is improbable fiction, and not great drama; but it is a fine suggestion of what the Terror must have felt like from the inside of a tumbril on the way to the scaffold. 

2.  Thomas Carlyle  may not be the greatest modern historian, but he wrote incomparably the best historical prose since Gibbon. What a stylist! What exuberance! 
	Study section VI of the webpage.
	The read one of the three passages in Carlyle’s French Revolution (Varennes, Corday, Thermidor). 
Write a brief ‘appreciation’ of the passage. What do you like about this sort of history writing? What are the problems here? What is the best sentence? Why? 


PERIOD IV
3. We have now covered the history of the French Revolution up to ‘Thermidor’, the overthrow of Robespierre in the summer of 1794. 
      Please review the events of this extremely busy and violent few years in the chronological notes at www.richardmajor.com/BISL/FrenchRevolutionnotes.doc (or at the bottom of section V in the webpage). I suggest you download this Word document and mark the thing up, making bold the most important events. There is a text tomorrow on the events of 1789-1794.


HOMEWORK
Prepare for a test tomorrow – twenty factual questions, and then an analysis of a contemporary source.   
			Thanks! Class meets at the usual time tomorrow; 
			    I’ll see you next week!

                                               Richard        richard@richardmajor.com
