The various rulers of France from 1789 to 1799, ranging from the conservative King Louis XVI,  the radical Robespierre and the Jacobins, to the cautious Directory, failed to hold on to power due to the will of the French people, and their ideologies, on a macro scale. As Jonathan Swift said: ‘All government, without the consent of the governed, is the very definition of slavery’.  
	 The monarchy of Louis XVI, too ignorance to adopt much-needed reforms, was dealt an additional severe blow by the inheritance of his throne, as prior to his reign, France had lost the Seven Year war, and the monarchy had discredited itself by weak rule.  
	 And although the radicals and Robespierre did manage to come to power for a short amount of time, this was mainly through methods that depended on force, such as the Terror. As a consequence, the Jacobin regime diminished, and collapsed onto itself, through its own internal division. 
	 The Directory was set up as a solution in government after the Jacobin collapse, but by 1799 it had lost its minute standing with the people, as it was diseased by corruption and personal enrichment -- as was proven by its ruthless reaction and suppression of Gracchus Babeuf and his hopes of a coup.  
	 These rulers thus each brought about their own downfall, and the result of these failed experiments in government in the decade after 1789 merely prepared the way for the establishment of a new monarchy, with Napoleon as emperor.     
