Britain became one of the first industrialized countries in Europe due to its ever-expanding world market, strong political and social influences and its powerful navy which continued to rule the seas of Europe and act as an excellent hub of transportation. Although many other countries in Europe, such as France, which was the intellectual center of Europe in the 18th century, had the knowledge and capabilities to launch itself into an era of technological improvements, due to certain factors, such as a continuing state of total war, suppressive regimes such as the Jacobins and the raising of tariff barriers which were caused by the continental system this was acted as a counter-catalyst and slowed the rate of industrial innovations. After Britain established itself at the head of the industrial Revolution, it could essentially ‘confirm Britain’s position as the world leader’ (Chris Smith).  
One of the major factors contributing to Britain becoming the first industrialized country in Europe may have been due to the political atmosphere. England enjoyed an era of political stability as it was far away from the war-torn battlefields of Europe and was predominantly liberal, which allowed for such doctrines to expand as laissez-faire and the discontinuation of  practices such as of guilds controlling the supply and demand of a certain craft. For instance, this enabled the private entrepreneur Thomas Newcomen, to invent the world’s first steam engine which ushered in a period of revolution throughout the industrial world. Whereas in France, the principle political structure was fragmented but dominantly monarchal, with its first obligations set to upholding the aristocracy. After the year 1789, regime topples after regime, resulting in Napoleon becoming emperor. The introduction of the Napoleonic continental system as economic warfare to fight against Britain proved inefficient. As tariffs that were not present in Britain were raised around continental Europe, this prevented the integration that national economies needed to industrialize and take off. Such an instance could be seen in Metz, as the government decided to back up the industrialization of gunpowder, but ignored the ideology of the people, and as a result widespread resistance to industrialization appeared along with the fear that machines would take over job positions. 
 
