The ten years prior to the 19th century proved to be a time of leadership experimentation for the country of France. This can be explained by considering the two opposing ideologies that were popular in France.  Radical and opposing reactionary views were continuously clashing with one another, which resulted in multiple failures while trying to set up different types of governments to rule France. Radical forces desired a democracy, which called for an end to the monarchy. King Louis XVI was unpopular with most people in France, and this encouraged the radical movement. Those who fought for the continuation of the monarchy found themselves facing a strong opponent in the radicals, and this caused conflict throughout France, especially in Paris. A constitutional monarchy resulted from this demand for change, but proved unsatisfactory to the radical movement. By setting up a constitution to reduce the king’s power, supporters of Louis XVI expected to create stability for the monarchy. Because of the radicals’ complete opposition to the king; this resulted in being the first attempt at an unsuccessful drive to reform France’s system of government.  This continuing conflict between differing opinions led to a series of leadership failures in the time period 1789 to 1799.  

