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1. How does the title of The Reader, explain the significance of how different people look at situations and make moral decisions about dilemmas in their lives?

How people "read" their moral choices is of significant concern to the development of the reader.  Hanna has to be the eeader of the most critical decision of her life when she is on trial:  either she is going to admit to being illiterate or accept a role of something that she did not do.  Hanna values the perceived social stigma of illiteracy above all, something that she cannot accept.  In this, she "reads" her best option of accepting responsibility for the deaths of hundreds.  As she learns to actually read, she learns of what the Holocaust was and takes her own life.  She learns to read and then reads into her own being, accepting that there can be no other solution for her but to take her own life.  Hanna is the agent of her own "reading" in making critical moral decisions in her own life and being in the world.  
Michael's reading is clouded by an ethical and moral illiteracy.  Where Hanna cannot make out words and letters, Michael cannot make out what to do and how to act.  He is clouded by philosophical inquiry, legal jargon, intellectual barriers, and most important, emotional partitions that end up dividing him from feeling and "reading" what must be done.  He does not speak up in Hanna's trial, knowing that his testimony can save her.  He lives in regret for being silent, communicating impersonally through tape recordings and dreading any type of emotional intimacy with someone whose life was so impacted by his presence.  Michael struggles with how to "read" his own moral and ethical decisions that have been made and need to be made.  Hanna is shown to have learned how to read in her consciousness.  Michael struggles through his emotional and ethical illiteracy.




2. What is the significance of the title of The Reader? Can it relate to more than one character?

On one level, Michael is the reader to Hanna.  The title refers to a major part of the relationship that Hanna and Michael share. Michael gains much from their relationship.  Sexual fulfillment and a sense of mystique are elements that he gains from their relationship.  Hanna's primary gain from the relationship is the futile hope of tending to the wound she feels of illiteracy.  Hanna does not wish to be illiterate, but rather than admit to it, the pain of her condition is slightly alleviated by hearing Michael read to her.  As an adult, Michael continues to be the reader for Hanna.  Yet, like before, his role as the reader lacks emotional depth and a sense of emotional connection.  His distance from Hanna is what defines his role as Michael serves as the reader to Hanna.
The significance of the title can be expanded when Hanna becomes the reader in prison.  As she learns how to read, she begins to interact with literature from the Holocaust.  While Michael's reading was to alleviate her condition of pain, Hanna's reading about what people like her did during the Holocaust enables her to fully come to terms with what she had done.  In this condition, her role as the reader is what causes her to kill herself.  Hanna cannot simply reenter society as if nothing was wrong and as if she had paid her debt for what she did.  When Michael was "the reader," there was a lack of emotional connection.  When Hanna becomes "the reader," she is emotionally engrossed in what she reads.  It is for this reason that she becomes the reader that she had been waiting for throughout her life.  She kills herself because she has become "the reader," fully aware of how to read her life and being.  In this, the title contains layers of meaning and significance.


3. What are the most important evidences that the two main characters acting as symbols in The Reader? What extracts from the book can we use to support this claim?

One important evidence is that Michael is the only character of his family that is fully developed with a range of emotions, thoughts, actions and psychological characteristics. This argues that Michael isn't representing a real interacting individual in a network of individual but rather is a symbolical representation of an individual in modern turmoil as represented by his relationship with Hanna.
I wonder if my memory of happiness is even true. If I think about it more, plenty of embarrassing and painful situations come to mind, and I know that even if I had said goodbye to the memory of Hanna, I had not overcome it.




4. In The Reader, in what way are the characters of the novel symbols?

Symbolically the two central characters in this text function as very powerful reminders of how a nation like Germany deals with its troubled past. Hanna clearly stands for the past of Germany that is secret, hidden and often willfully forgotten, and Michael stands for the character who carries out the intentional forgetting in order to erase the past. It is important to recognise that the author in this impressive text is asking much bigger questions than merely focusing on the adolescent relationship of one boy with an older woman. He is also examining Germany's history and its uneasy relationship with its own past in the present. This is symbolically shown when Michael confesses that he is an unreliable narrator:
I had no difficulty with friendships, with relationships or the end of relationships--I had no difficulty with anything. Everything was easy; nothing weighed heavily. Perhaps that is why my bundle of memories is so small. Or do I keep it small? I wonder if my memory of happiness is even true. If I think about it more, plenty of embarrassing and painful situations come to mind, and I know that even if I had said goodbye to the memory of Hanna, I had not overcome it.
Clearly this quote identifies how Michael's experience of being with Hanna and his subsequent realisation of who she was and what she had done has caused him great pain and sadness in his life, and it has been so painful he has repressed so many of his memories, thoughts and feelings. Note how Michael comes to doubt his own "bundle of memories" and questions his own capacity to remember. Michael is not intentionally unreliable; rather, his self-doubt about his narration reveals the pain of his past and the strategy of obviation he has adopted in order to cope with what happened before and allow him to live in the present. Michael therefore stands for the post-Holocaust generation of Germany who have to come to terms with what happened before they were born, with Hanna standing for the generation that was complicit in the terrible acts that cannot be ignored.



5. Identify the themes in The Reader.

I think that one of the most dominant themes in the work is the idea of how to assess guilt in a historical and personal setting.  The Holocaust serves as the backdrop in which Hanna and Michael both struggle with moral and legal forms of guilt.  Germany, as a whole, is shown to be struggling with the issue of guilt for its role in the Holocaust.  The novel does not present anything simplistic.  Guilt and the assigning of blame is shown to be incredibly difficult on both moral and legal fronts.  When Hanna asks the courtroom, and essentially "the reader," "What would you have done," it is a moral query that strikes at the heart of all consciousness.  In the end, many people would have complied like Hanna and have remained silent in the gallery like Michael.  Guilt is shown to be difficult, complex, and intricate in multiple domains.  This is one of the most dominant themes in the novel.
Another theme that emerges from the novel is one related to class tensions.  Hanna has to take the job with the Nazis because she needs money.  Her inability to read in a society that frowns upon illiteracy, but yet does nothing to eliminate it is reflective of economic reality.  Hanna is ashamed of her condition in being illiterate.  Yet, it is a condition that is brought on, in part, by an economic system that does little to ensure that all of its members can engage in the most basic of academic tasks.  Michael and his father belong to a different class of people who can reflect, think, and pose philosophical questions because they have the economic means to do so.  Class differences and acquisition of knowledge are shown to be connected to one another.  This theme adds an even sadder dimension to Hanna's narrative.




6. Compare and contrast the way of thinking of Hanna and Michael in The Reader.

One example of the different way of thinking evidenced between Hanna and the narrator is in Chapter Eight, when the narrator tells Hanna how much his school work has suffered because of his illness and now the time he is spending with her. For him, he sees no point and talks about how he would "have to work like a lunatic" in order to pass the year and he tells us as the audience that he would much rather spend the time in bed with Hanna. Note how Hanna's different way of thinking is demonstrated through her response:
"Out." She threw back the blanket. "Get out of my bed. And if you don't want to do your work, don't come back. Your work is idiotic? Idiotic? What do you think selling and punching tickets is"
For Hanna, Michael's school work is incredibly important in order to secure him a future that is not demeaning and ensure that he does not have to work in a job which he hates and does not find fulfilling. For her, this is more important than their temporary relationship, and she insists that Michael carry on with his school work if he wants to continue the relationship. Michael begrudgingly agrees, but he does not see it like this and obviously has a very different understanding of what is important.



7. Assess the veracity of the following claim:  "The Reader is driven by the self-accusation of 'the reader' himself, Michael Berg."

I think that there is much in way of truth in the statement.  It is evident that Michael's own self- assessment of his own guilt in his relationship with Hanna is part of what drives his characterization.  Schlink's work is about the idea of ethical responsibility and the role of guilt in both public and private realms.  The self- accusation that Michael endures is also what Hanna endures in her own understanding of self.  Part of the reason why Hanna hangs herself is that her empowerment in learning how to read also made her aware of what she, as a member of the SS, did to Jewish people.  It makes sense that on the news of her hanging, Michael sees books about the concentration camps.  Hanna's own sense of life while in jail is driven by the accusation from her own sense of self.  She recognizes this when she tells Michael that only "the dead can judge."  This is something that is both validated and somewhat repudiated when she hangs herself.  In this, the book becomes about her own self- accusation, perhaps reflecting how Schlink feels that self- accusation and accepting responsibility in the Holocaust is something that can be shared by many, and not just one.

8. Discuss the significance of how the text makes a case against Michael Berg in accusing him of judgement and inaction..

I think that it is highly significant that the text critiques Michael's lack of judgment.  His own paralysis at Hanna's trial, a moment in which he could have spoken for her and taken action is reflective of Germany's own inaction and passivity in the face of Hitler and the Nazis.  The fact that the text does bring questions to this condition is what enables it to pivot from a literary narrative to a work that raises significant historical questions.  The entire focus of what is transpiring is to determine "why" what happened happened.  In the same light, the reader must ask the same questions of Michael and his own paralysis with and concerning Hanna.  In asking this question, the text is able to bring questions to both the text and the historical time period that envelops the text.  I think that it is to this level that the text is significant in raising questions of Michael, his lack of action and his overall lack of reliability as a narrator. In being able to construct a world filled with questions, there can be a more worthwhile discourse and dialogue that will enable a better sense of "why" things have happened and continue to happen to emerge.  For this reason, it is significant that the text makes a case against Michael.




9. How is redemption explored in The Reader?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Redemption in Schlink's work is complex.  I don't see it as readily present because the issue of redemption in a post- Holocaust world is intricate and elusive, at best.  Certainly, Hanna might be seen as representing some type of redemption in overcoming her illiteracy and reading works from Holocaust survivors.  Her suicide is almost an acceptance of her ultimate responsibility, something from which she cannot escape or evade.  The redemption that she shows is one that accepts her [image: ]own culpability in what happened, as well as her instruction to give her money to the victim of the fire.  For Michael, as with survivors of the Holocaust, redemption is more complex.  I think that Michael ends up learning that he is unable to fully operate outside of the shadow of the Holocaust.  His affair with Hanna as well as with the entirety of the Holocaust, as most Germans who embraced something with implications of evil, requires him to make sense on a daily basis of his past.  There can be no arbitrary or clear declaration of redemption.  It must be earned almost daily with constant acknowledgement of the shadow of the Holocaust as a part of one's being.  In doing so, redemption might be there for Michael might be finally coming to a point of emotional acceptance and maturation in his own state of being in the world.  It is here where redemption might be seen in Michael's character.






QUESTIONS WITHOUT ANSWERS


10. How does Schlink present the past shaping the present in The Reader?


11. What are some key symbols found within The Reader?


12. In The Reader by Bernhard Schlink, what is Michael guilty of?


13. In The Reader by Bernhard Schlink, why didn't Michael contact Hanna during her imprisonment?


14. In The Reader by Bernhard Schlink, ﻿should Hanna's illiteracy be considered a viable mitigating circumstance?


15. How is irony used in The Reader? Why it is important and how does it connect to the whole story?

16. How does the novel The Reader deal with the questions of guilt, responsibility, culpability and shame?

17. What is the turning point of the story in The Reader?

18. How is the theme of guilt portrayed by Bernhard Schlink in the characters of Michael and Hanna?
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