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Seeking Truth

based on pp. 52-68 of Oxford IB Theory of Knowledge
F   22xi    
How do we know what’s true?

M  25xi   
How to tell lies 

F   29xi    
How does belief work?  

M  2xii
What are the dangers of belief?


F    6xi     
How does disbelief work?  
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M   9xi
What are the dangers of disbelief?


A study for Raphael’s School of Athens: 

turth driving out error 

A few rules of thumb
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(  What we are doing in ToK is philosophy: philosophy applied to the experience of being educated.
(  Education isn’t necessarily much fun.
(  But philosophy is necessarily fun. If we’re doing it properly, it is always ecstatic. 

( It causes a sort of firework display or eruption or explosion in the mind. 

(  If there are no skyrockets or lava, we are being slack: we are tolerating shallow (and therefore stale and dull) thinking: we are not pushing ourselves so the muscles of our brains hurt: we are not doing philosophy. 

ToK done well: 
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/drawings-watercolors/baldassare-franceschini-il-volterrano-a-monastic-saint-5637698-details.aspx
Sold for £688 last December in South Kensington, not, alas, to me

A few terms (most of them rather horrid 
             to look at, but don’t worry)

epistemology: the study of knowledge: the branch of philosophy concerned with working out how we can know things
pragmatic: purely practical; what works in practise, and never mind the theory

coherence: things that are coherent stick together: they cohere: they are consistent

sceptical: to be sceptical about something is to doubt it. (To be sceptical about everything is to be insane.) 

How do we get knowledge?
Experience      
Licorice gives me tummy-ache

   Taste     
The winter view from my 
bedroom window is beautiful

Reason
Since seven has no factors,
it is prime

Authority      
 Napoléon died in 1821

‘Intuition’        
I am going to have a horrible afternoon

 What I know
Faith           
The universe is real

But how do know if what we think is true?

Consider the diagram on p. 65.
Evaluate the following 

DO YOU BELIEVE IT? (YES, NO, or UNSURE; or you can be more precise, and say ALMOST CERTAIN or VERY UNLIKELY)

COHERENCE: Is the claim coherent with what you already know?

CORRESPONDENCE: Does it match the evidence?

PRAGMATISM: Is it useful to believe this?

Lhasa is a city in Tibet

David Cameron is wearing latex underwear today

Life is worth living

Lady Gaga is the greatest singer of her generation

Today is Thursday

I am not dreaming

7+5 = 12

I shall live to be 25

All is illusion

The sun will set in the west this evening

My mother loves me

Tigers are mammals

All races are equal

All cultures are equal

All nations have equally valuable literature

All nations have equally valuable architecture

The moon landing was faked in a film studio

Elvis Presley is still alive

All you need is love

It is wrong to eat meat

Everything is groovy

Titian is a splendid painter

Fidesz will win the next election

Tahiti is freezing cold

Homeopathy is a valid therapy

There are many gods

It is right to eat meat

The North lost the Battle of Gettysburg

The global climate is being changed by human activity 

Man evolved from other animals

We should avoid evil acts

363 / 2134 =

Richard Major was born in April

There are elves

There is a monster in Loch Ness

There is life on other planets

There are viruses

The Aztecs loved their children

We should forgive our enemies

The Great Gatsby is an overrated novel

The euro is likely to fail

John Fitzgerald Kennedy was killed by the C.I.A.

Blue is the best colour

Smoking causes lung cancer

I (if male) have an oedipal complex

Mt fate is affected by the movement of the stars

Truth is beauty, beauty is truth

I shall not be alive in 2150

· To develop, support and mentor a more 21st Century, constructivist, inquiry and concept-based approach to teaching and learning while maintaining and improving academic
Hitler was evil

Hitler was sincere

Aliens regularly visit the earth

Matter largely consists of atoms

A large asteroid will hit the earth in the next hundred years

Prayer works

In English, nouns do not have gender

There will a second Korean War within the decade

I have a liver

Uranium is a fissionable metal

Triangles have three sides

It'll snow here at Christmas

Things are getting worse

