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A GALLERY OF FREAKS:

weird (although not necessarily impossible) scepticisms

and amazing (although not necessarily untrue) beliefs

denialism: choosing to deny reality as a way of avoiding an uncomfortable truth

heresy: a minority view that outrages official doctrine

The trouble is that knowledge, including science, has generally moved forward through the work of those who deny the accepted truth and advance outrageous alternatives…..
We watch:

A haunted Manhattan café:     

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VlOxlSOr3_M 2’24”
it’s important to start viewing at 33” the first time through
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Doubting that the earth is a globe:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oc0trwHSRIA 3’05”
an interview with David Shenton, president of the Flat Earth society

http://m.youtube.com/watch?v=8T_jwq9ph8k    14’12”
Why do people believe weird things?

A bumptious TED talk by Michael Shermer, founder of The Skeptical Society. Shermer is primarily interested in promoting atheism, although he admits that “Never in history have so many, and such a high percentage of the population, believed in God. Not only is God not dead as Nietzsche proclaimed, but he has never been more alive.”
Believing that people are beamed up by aliens

Easily laughed at, fo course: see Pixar’s excellent Lifted 
http://m.youtube.com/watch?v=LVLoc6FrLi0    5’02”
But what do we do when the most prominent Harvard psychologist, John E. Mack, becomes  comvinced that these narratives were, if not exactly physically true, spiritually significant (since they produced a heightened sense of spirituality and environmental concern)? 
He claimed there is a worldwide history of visionary experiences, especially in pre-industrial societies. One example is the vision quest common to some Native American cultures. Only fairly recently in Western culture, notes Mack, have such visionary events been interpreted as aberrations or as mental illness. Mack suggested that abduction accounts might best be considered as part of this larger tradition of visionary encounters.

Denying Elvis is dead!

http://m.youtube.com/watch?v=_mkZUBdtu5A.  9’25”
Denying space programmes:

Capricorn One (1977)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9475NpYv1M0 see at 07’00 then 32’40

trailer http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zoZ2AySW2bY  3’17”
Trusting science
Roshan Cools makes the case:  http://m.youtube.com/watch?v=0HA4IXIXJdU
