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Poetry Writing Exercise:
Wilfred Owen, ‘Dulce et decorum est’

[bookmark: _GoBack]Follow the instructions with care in order to write your own poem.  Think carefully about the words, images and sound effects in your poem.
Instructions:
1.  Imagine you and your comrades are a group of soldiers on a muddy battlefield.  You have been fighting for many months, and are so exhausted you and hardly stand straight.  You are all sick with chest complaints, and cough as you move around in the mud.  In 2 lines describe the group of soldiers.  Remember you are one of the men.
2. You are trying to march away from the front line, back to safety and some rest.  You leave the bursting shells and flares of the battle behind you.  Describe this in 2 lines.
3. Describe the men more exactly now.  They appear too tired to think or see where they are marching.  Many have lost their boots, and have cuts on their feet.  It is painful to walk.  All of them are so very tired that they move like drunken men and don´t even hear the sound of the gas shells which begin to fall behind them.  Describe this in 4 lines.
4. EMERGENCY!
You suddenly realize that you are surrounded by poisonous gas.  Shout a warning to others in the group.  Use 1 line only.
5. Even though you are all exhausted, you use all the speed you can muster to put on the awkward gas masks you carry in your kits.  Most of you are successful but one man is too slow and staggers about, crying out as the gas gets into his lungs.  Describe the scene in 3 lines.
6. The gas is thick now, a greenish pea-soup colour.  It is difficult to see your comrades through these ghastly clouds.  Describe this in 2 lines.
7. You will never forget your comrade come rushing toward you through the gas.  You feel totally helpless in the situation as the gas gets into his lungs and he coughs horribly.  You know he is going to die.  Describe this in 2 lines.
8. You are so disgusted by what you see that you now try to directly involve your readers in the experience.  You ask your readers to imagine what they would feel like to have to walk behind the wagon carrying the victim and to watch the amn writhing and dying in agony.  Use 4 lines to do this.  Include a brief description of what the dying man looks like.
9. In 4 lines ask the readers to imagine what it would be like to have to listen to the dying man as the movement of the wagon across the uneven ground forces the blood up from his lungs, which are now being turned into blood and mucus by the gas.
10. In your last 4 lines you want to tell the readers that if they had experienced what you have described, they wouldn´t wish to say ever again that it is glorious to die for your country.
11. Give a title to what you have written.
12. At home do a number of drafts of the poem so that you get it how you want it.

Good luck!
