AMERICAN HISTORY SINCE 1945:
a series of lectures offered at Corvinus University, Budapest,
Monday evenings, February-April 2014,
by Richard Major


Class webpage:  http://www.richardmajor.com/teaching/Corvinus/USsince1945.html
Dr Richard Major: richard@richardmajor.com


%     +       +        = 

Grade (1-5)              ……


Final examination
14 April

You have 60 minutes to complete the exam.
Write on the exam paper.
Pay attention to the mark scheme!


Your name ………………………

Your email address ………………………

Part I. Some definitions											20%
Please define or describe ten of the following. 
I’ve done the first few to show you what decent answers would look like.  

	Washington’s 
farewell address

	When the first president left office he composed a speech urging permanent isolationism

	Yalta Conference 


	Summit of Roosevelt with Churchill and Stalin in 1945. Conceded Russian control of much of Central Europe.

	Second Gulf War


	

	Bretton Woods


	

	Cuban Missile Crisis


	

	Berlin airlift


	

	The Monroe Doctrine


	

	Watergate scandal


	

	McCarthyism


	

	The Great Society


	

	Isolationism


	

	Marshall Plan


	

	The space race


	

	The Constitution


	

	Vietnam War


	

	The gold standard


	

	George Kennan


	

	NASA


	

	The Bush Doctrine


	




	NSC-68


	

	The Truman Doctrine


	

	Operation Desert Storm


	

	Invasion of Grenada


	

	Kosovo War


	

	Lewinsky scandal


	

	Exceptionalism


	

	2000 election


	

	The Great Recession


	





Part II. The American Presidents   								50%
I’ve filled in some of this table for you; please complete it. 
Enter the name of the president, his date of inauguration (remember this is the year after his election!), his date of leaving office, 
his party, and add one or two intelligent remarks about him 

	XXXII

	Franklin Roosevelt
	1933
	1945
	Democrat
	died in office toward end of World War II

	XXXIII

	
	
	
	
	

	XXXIV

	
	
	
	
	

	XXXV

	
	
	
	
	failed to conquer Cuba; assassinated

	XXXVI

	
	
	1969
	
	

	XXXVII

	Richard Nixon
	
	
	
	

	XXXVIII

	
	
	
	
	never elected; replaced a Vice-President forced to resign

	XXXIX

	
	
	
	
	

	XL

	Ronald Reagan
	
	
	
	

	LI

	
	
	
	
	

	LII

	
	
	
	
	

	LIII

	George W. Bush
	2001
	2009
	
	launched wars in Afghanistan and Iraq; son of number LI

	LIV

	
	
	
	Democrat
	


Part III. Brief essays   											30%
Write a very short essay (two or three clever sentences) on three of the following topics. 
Use the next few pages: one essay in each box.

1. Why did America enter World War II?

2. Who was the greatest post-war President, and why?

3. Why did the American economy fail in the early 1970s?

4. What were the results of the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962?

5. What were the results of the Civil Rights movement?

6. Why did American lose the wars in Indochina?

7. Why is evolution a controversial idea in the United States?

8. Why is race so fraught in America?

9. Is the Federal deficit a dangerous thing?

10. Was the Second Gulf War a good idea?

11. What caused the economic crisis of 2008?

12. What led to the Nixon Shock of 1971?

13. Why did American suburbia grow so much in the 1950s?

14. Should America return to the Gold Standard?

Your first essay (include the number of the question):



























Your second  essay (include the number of the question):


























Your third  essay (include the number of the question):
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