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MEDIAEVAL LITERATURE (BAN 2363 e/f)
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This syllabus
You can get to all the readings from this page; 

open the weekly handouts by clicking on the day’s date

If you have any problems opening any links, do let me know!

Workload

¶ an individual verbal presentation of about two minutes 
here is the schedule of people doing presentations
¶ an assignment (or ‘home paper’) of about 1200 words, due on 
18 May, but accepted at any point; please print it out and submit it to be by email. Topics available here in week II. Evaluations on 22 May.
¶ an easy 45 minute exam, based on text recognition, in week XI

Expectations
¶ doing the reading (there will be a short weekly quiz on the reading; 

I hope we can discontinue this silliness after a few weeks) 

¶ attendance (the roll will be taken fifteen minutes into the class; latecomers cannot sign it)
¶ intelligent attention in class.

     Please note that in Old and Middle English


ð [eth] = d

þ [thorn] = th



ᵹ [insular g] = g
ſ [long s] = s



ƿ [wynn] = w

æ [ash] = long a
	
	18 February
	lecture on 
	The Middle Ages: 
an introduction.

	I
	20 February
	Europe in the Dark Ages.

The English people 

     and their language; 

the verse forms of Anglo-Saxon (‘Old English’); 

the Heptarchy; 

the English Church.
	We will read in class:
Bede on Britain (I, i) and on the situation in 731; (IV, xxiv) 

You might like to look at:
Tony Wilson, ‘The Venerable Bede’, from Northern Tales (7’)

Simon Schama’s History of Britain, episode I, ‘Beginnings’ (B.B.C., 2000) (59’)\

Minna Sundberg’s fine diagram of Indo-European language
The BBC documentary The Adventure of English, part I

	
	25 February
	lecture on
	Anglo-Saxon prose.

	II
	27 February
	Bede, Ecclesiastical History of the English Nation (731); 

Cædmon’s Hymn (c. 680);
Alfred’s Preface 
to his translation of St Gregory’s 
Liber Pastoralis Curæ (890s)
	Required reading before class:
Bede on Caedmon (V, xxiii)
Caedmon’s Hymn
Alfred’s Preface
You might like to look at:
Caedmon’s Hymn read aloud; other extracts from Bede; Bede in the original Latin.
      Alfred was the greatest Englishman who ever lived; they’re still making songs about him, as they should; and serious documentaries (I, II, III). 
      A 2012 BBC documentary, Blood of the Vikings by Neil Oliver (I, II, III, IV, V).
      Here’s some more frivolous stuff: a drama about the crisis of 878; a short; the Horrible Histories account of the Vikings, the 2013 television series Vikings, and (in a more sophisticated vein) a song about Vikings.

	
	4 March
	lecture on
	Anglo-Saxon heroic epic: Beowulf. 

	III
	6 March
	What is an epic?

Beowulf (c. 950?)

The Battle of Maldon (c. 1000)


	Required reading before class:
Beowulf (translated by Francis Barton Gummere), lines 53-114 and 710-745:
Maldon, lines 26-95:
You might like to look at:
The manuscript of Beowulf . Seamus Heaney reading his translation of Beowulf  (and here).
       Another, very literal translation of Beowulf by Morris 

       Films of Beowulf: a silly science-fiction version (Graham Baker, 1999); and a pretentious epic, Beowulf & Grendel (Sturla Gunnarsson, 2005) with Gerard Butler looing embarassed as the hero: a terrible live-action-capture version (Robert Zemeckis, 2007).

	
	11 March 
	lecture on
	Anglo-Saxon religious and elegiac poetry.

	IV
	13 March
	The Wanderer (c. 650?)
The Dream of the Rood (c. 700?)


	Required reading before class:
Wanderer, lines 1-65; Dream lines 1-114
You might like to look at:
The Wanderer read aloud in Anglo-Saxon; here are the manuscripts of The Wanderer  

The original text of Dream of the Rood 


	
	18 March
	lecture on
	Middle English poety: 
romances.

	V
	20 March
	The Norman Conquest; 

trilingual England; 

Middle English;

The Owl and the Nightingale (1190s)

Sir Orfeo (c. 1300)

	Required reading before class:
Owl, lines 1-104: http://www.southampton.ac.uk/~wpwt/trans/owl/owltrans.htm

Orfeo in prose translation, lines 1-604: http://www.eleusinianm.co.uk/ScotMS/sm5sirorpheus.html
Orfeo in the original Middle English, lines 1-50: 
http://d.lib.rochester.edu/teams/text/laskaya-and-salisbury-middle-english-breton-lays-sir-orfeo

You might like to look at:
The BBC documentary The Adventure of English, part II: ‘English goes Underground’ 

Owl: the original text (in Stanley’s edition): 

Owl read aloud (skip to 1’06’’)
A curious student short about Sir Orfeo: 

A recitation of the rape scene in Sir Orfeo with harp: 

A guide to the manuscripts of Orfeo: 

An experimental short about the Orpheus legend (James Button, 2011) 

and the classic, but very odd, ‪Le Testament d'Orphée‬ (Jean Cocteau, 1950)

	
	
	training week


	

	
	
	spring break


	

	
	8 April
	lecture on
	Middle English poetry: the alliterative revival,
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight.

	VI
	10 April
	Sir Gawayn and þe Grene Knyȝt 

(c. 1375) 
	Required reading before class:
Gawain, lines 1-490 

You might like to look at:
The Gawain manuscript: 

The original text of Gawain (Tolkien’s edition): 

Gawain: an alternative translation you might enjoy 
There was a shocking bad film Sword of the Valiant: The Legend of Sir Gawain and the Green Knight (1984): 

here’s the trailer and the beheading scene
A middling documentary on Gawain; a tolerable short documentary on Gawain: 
and a patronising BBC one


	
	15 April
	lecture on
	Middle English literature: Chaucer: 
dream visions

	VII
	17 April
	Ricardian England and the triumph of Middle English.

John Gower, 
Confessio Amantis (1386-90); 
Geoffrey Chaucer, 

The Canterbury Tales (1390s): 

‘The General Prologue’
	Required reading before class:
Gower, lines 721-770
‘The General Prologue’ (modernised) lines 1-78 and 547-568 (or here)
also have a look at the original 

You might like to look at:
The most famous manuscript of The Canterbury Tales, kept in Corpus Christi, Oxford; go to folio 8 verso, find the fifth line, 

and you’ll be able to read about the Miller: The meller was a stout carl for the nones ….

The Canterbury Tales are online in the original and in translation 

	
	22 April
	lecture on
	Middle English literature: Chaucer: 
Troilus and Chriseyde

	VIII
	24 April
	Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales: ‘The Miller’s Tale’
‘The Nun’s Priest’s Tale’


	Required reading before class:
‘The Miller’s Tale’ (modernised), lines 3187-3854 
and ‘The Nun’s Priest’s Tale’ 
You might like to look at:
A dramatic version of ‘The Miller’s Tale’ from The Canterbury Tales (2003), written by Peter Bowker, directed by John McKay 

A rather more evil-minded version by Pier Paolo Pasolini, not for the faint-hearted (Miller’s Tale at 35’18’’): 

	
	29 April
	lecture on
	Middle English literature: Chaucer: 
The Canterbury Tales I

	IX
	1 May
	Anonymous ballads:

‘Lord Randal’ 

and ‘Sir Patrick Spens’ 

Mediæval drama:

The Second Shepherds’ Play.
	Required reading before class:
‘Lord Randal’, version A: 

‘Sir Patrick Spens’
The Second Shepherds’ Play
You might like to look at:
Bob Dylan’s version of Lord Randal, A Hard Rain’s a-Gonna Fall (1962)

Poisoning Randal: 

‘Sir Patrick Spens’ sung by Nic Jones: 

more about the historic incident
A 1954 film of The Second Shepherds’ Play
A decent student production of the play: I, II, III 

	
	6 May
	lecture on
	Middle English literature: Chaucer: 
The Canterbury Tales II


	X
	8 May
	Middle English prose.

Julian of Norwich and 

Sir Thomas Malory, 

Le Morte d’Arthur (1460s)
	Required reading before class:
Julian, chapters II, III, XI

Malory: please read XXI, v, here called section 7,  ‘How king Arthur commanded to cast his sword Excalibur into the water’: 

You might like to look at:
Excruciating bad taste version of the drowning of the sword from John Boorman’s Excalibur (1981) 

Sir Alec Guinness reading from Julian
Various articles about Julian

	
	13 May
	lecture on
	Middle English prose.

	XI
	15 May
	The end of the Middle Ages.

End of term test 
	

	
	20 May
	lecture on
	Middle English drama: mystery and morality plays

	XII
	22 May
	Evaluations
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Some background reading

Ford, B. (ed.): Medieval Literature: Chaucer and the Alliterative Tradition. Part One of the New Pelican Guide to English Literature, Penguin, Harmondsworth, 1994. 
Ford, B. (ed.): Medieval Literature: The European Inheritance, Part Two of the New Pelican Guide to English Literature, Penguin, Harmondsworth, 1995. 
Godden, M, Lapidge, M. (ed.): The Cambridge Companion to Old English Literature. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1991. 
Greenfield, S. B, Calder, D. G., Lapidge, M. A New Critical History of Old English Literature. New York Univertsity Press, New York, 1996. 
Scanlon, L. (ed.): The Cambridge Companion to Medieval English Literature 1100-1500. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2009. 
Alexander M., A History of English Literature, London, Palgrave Macmillan, 2000. 
Most of the texts we study can be found in
Stephen Greenblatt (ed.) The Norton Anthology of English Literature, VIIIth ed. volume B: 
The Sixteenth Century / The Early Seventeenth Century. NY: W. W. Norton, 2006. 
