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A brief description of the course:
We study the formative years of literature in English, tracing its orgins from bardic verse in Anglo-Saxon, through the continuing alliterative tradition of Norman England, as a substratum beneath Latin and French, to its flowering as the literary Middle English – some of which we read in modernised form – in the days of Richard II and of Chaucer, one of the giants of European art.

	A félév órái

The semester schedule



	
	Dátum:
	Téma:

	1.


	February 20
	The English people and language; the verse forms of Anglo-Saxon (‘Old English’). Extracts from Bede, Ecclesiastical History of the English Nation (731); Cædmon’s Hymn (c. 680)

	2.


	February 27
	Old English prose: Alfred the Great’s ‘Preface’, Wulstan’s Sermon of ’the Wolf’ to the English

	3.


	March 6
	Old English heroic epic: Beowulf (c. 950?), especially lines 53-114 and 710-745

	4.


	March 13
	The Wanderer (c. 650?), especially lines 1-114; The Dream of the Rood (c. 700?), especially lines 1-65; The Battle of Maldon (c. 1000), especially lines 26-95.


	5.


	March 20
	The Norman Conquest; trilingual England; the nature of Middle English. The Owl and the Nightingale (c. 1195), especially lines 1-104;  

	6. 


	10 April
	Sir Gawayn and þe Grene Knyȝt (c. 1375), especially lines 1-231.


	7.


	17 April
	Ricardian England and the triumph of Middle English over Latin and Norman French. John Gower, Confessio Amantis (1386-90), especially lines 721-770; Geoffrey Chaucer,  The Canterbury Tales (1390s), ‘The General Prologue’, especially lines 1-78 and 547-568.

	8.


	24 April
	Chaucer, ‘The Wife of Bath’s Tale’ and ‘The Tale of Sir Thopas’


	9.


	1 May
	Chaucer, ‘The Miller’s Tale’, especially lines 3187-3854; ‘The Nun’s Priest’s Tale’



	10.


	8 May
	Middle English drama. The Second Shepherd’s Play.

	11.


	15 May
	Middle English prose: Julian of Norwich. Sir Thomas Malory, 

Le Morte d’Arthur (1460s), especially book XXI, chapter v 

End-of-term test.

	12.


	22 May
	Evaluations


Kötelező irodalom az egyes témákhoz 

Required reading for some of the topics
The texts are all available to the students online; the necessary URLs will be given to students in a single hand-out (which will also be available on NEPTUN). Almost all the texts we study can also be found in Stephen Greenblatt  (ed.) The Norton Anthology of English Literature, VIIIth ed. volume B: The Sixteenth Century / The Early Seventeenth Century. NY: W. W. Norton, 2006. 

Ajánlott szakirodalom   Further reading
Ford, B. (ed.): Medieval Literature: Chaucer and the Alliterative Tradition. Part One of the New Pelican Guide to English Literature, Penguin, Harmondsworth, 1994. 

Ford, B. (ed.): Medieval Literature: The European Inheritance, Part Two of the New Pelican Guide to English Literature, Penguin, Harmondsworth, 1995. 

Godden, M, Lapidge, M. (ed.): The Cambridge Companion to Old English Literature. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1991. 

Greenfield, S. B, Calder, D. G., Lapidge, M. A New Critical History of Old English Literature. New York Univertsity Press, New York, 1996. 

Scanlon, L. (ed.): The Cambridge Companion to Medieval English Literature 1100-1500. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2009. 

Alexander M., A History of English Literature (Foundations), London, Palgrave Macmillan, 2000. 
