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Károli Gáspár University, Budapest: spring term 2015
The nineteenth- and twentieth-century 
English novel (MAT2315)

(19-20. századi angol regény)
on Fridays (27ii, 13iii, 27iii, 10iv, 17iv15) at 1530-1700, room 319

Dr Richard Major  

richard@richardmajor.com
The remarkable thing about the English novel since 1810 is its variety. 

It has not, like the French novel, centred itself on a programme of ‘realism’ and social excoration; nor, like the Russian novel, on epics of suffering and redemption; nor, like the American novel, on social vistas. 

In this course we read examples of this variety and use them to review the history of the English novel, and consider the future of the form. 

There will be a (short) novel to read for each session, when we will study extracts from two or three more. 

Kötelező irodalom az egyes témákhoz  
Required reading
The texts are all available online; you may like to print them out. 
See below for details, with hot-links connecting you directly to the texts.

This syllabus is also available through NEPTUN.
	
	
	Dátum:
	Téma:

	1.


	
	February 13
	No lecture. 
Please make sure you have begun Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde (see below)


	2.
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	February 27
	Some preliminary questions: 
What is the novel, exactly? Why does it matter? What can it do to us? 
How did the novel become our central literary form? What marks the novel in English? 
How does the novel document the obsessions of modernity?
The novel of psychology (and usually love)

Robert Louis Stevenson, Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde (1886)
we will also study extacts from 

D.H. Lawrence’s Women in Love (1920), 

L. P. Hartley,  The Go-Between (1953), 

Patricia Highsmith’s The Talented Mr. Ripley (1955), and
Muriel Spark’s The Comforters (1957)

	3.
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	March 13
	The novel of inwardness 

Joseph Conrad, The Secret Sharer (1909), pp. 91-146
we will also study extacts from 

James Joyce’s Ulysses (1922) and 

Virginia Woolf’s To the Lighthouse (1927)

	4.
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	March 27
	The novel of futurity

H. G. Wells, The Time Machine (1895)

we will also study extacts from 

David Mitchell’s Cloud Atlas (2004) and 

Anthony Burgess’ A Clockwork Orange (1962)

	5.
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	April 10
	The novel of politics

George Orwell, Animal Farm (1945)

we will also study extacts from 

E. M. Forster’s A Passage to India (1924) and 

William Golding’s Lord of the Flies (1954)

	6. 
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	April 17
	The supernatural novel 

Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol. In Prose. Being a Ghost Story of Christmas (1843)
we will also study extacts from 

Evelyn Waugh’s Brideshead Revisited (1945) and 
John Fowles’ The Magus (1966)


Ajánlott szakirodalom   
Further reading
Jesse Matz, The Modern Novel: A Short Introduction  (Blackwell, 2004). 

Melvin Friedman, Stream of Consciousness: A Study in Literary Method (1955).

Georg Lukács, The Theory of the Novel (Cambridge: M.I.T. Press, 1971). Marxist.
Anthony Burgess, The Novel Now: A Student’s Guide to Contemporary Fiction (London: Faber, 1967).

Margaret Anne Doody, The True Story of the Novel (New Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers University Press, 1996). 
A.N. Wilson, The Victorians (Hutchinson, 2002) or Phillip Davis, The Victorians (2002).
Robin Gilmour’s The Victorian Period: The Intellectual and Cultural Context of English Literature, 1830-90 (Longman, 1994) 

Robert Rubens, ‘A hundred years of fiction: 1896 to 1996 (The English Novel in the Twentieth Century, part 12)’,  Contemporary Review, December 1996.

Another wonderful short novel: Henry James, The Aspern Papers (1888) 
