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Károli Gáspár University, Budapest: spring term 2015
Twentieth-century 

English poetry and drama

 (20. századi angol költészet és dráma)

on Fridays (27ii, 13iii, 27iii, 10iv, 17iv15) at 1715-1845, room 319

Dr Richard Major  

richard@richardmajor.com
A tantárgy rövid leírása:

A brief description of the course:
The varied disasters of the twentieth century found their reflection in the drama and poetry of the age. These literary forms became obsessed with the horror of history, and found out new ways to console and accuse, explain and deny. 

      In this course we will examine the major developments in the work of Modernist and Post-modernist theatre and poets, studying extracts from the most important artists and their followers.

Kötelező irodalom az egyes témákhoz  
Required reading
The texts are all available below as hot-links; connect to them by clicking on the date.

This syllabus is posted on the university moodle at http://moodle.kre.hu/course/view.php?id=4833; if you have difficulties with the moodle, the back-up site is 

http://www.richardmajor.com/teaching/Karoli/MATL2316.doc

	
	
	Dátum:
	Téma:

	1.


	
	February 13
	No lecture

	2.
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	February 27
	The twentieth-century problem
Modernism, war, chaos, despair, Utopianism;

obsessive politics, the cinema, literary professionalism 
The spluttering-out of Romanticism, the failure of dramatic Realism:



	3.
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	March 13
	Modernist drama
extracts from:

George Bernard Shaw, Caesar and Cleopatra (1898)

Samuel Beckett, Waiting for Godot: a tragicomedy in 2 acts (1953)

T.S. Eliot, Sweeney Agonistes: Fragments of an Aristophanic Melodrama
Tennessee Williams, The Night of the Iguana (1961)
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	March 27
	Modernist poetry
Housman and Rupert Brooke 

give way to

Gerard Manley Hopkins, Eliot, Auden, Yeats and Louis MacNeice

	5.
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	April 10
	Drama since 1945
Drawing room plays, the angry young men, and afterward:
Terence Rattigan, Noël Coward, 
Harold Pinter, John Osborne, Joe Orton,

Alan Bennett, David Hare


	6. 
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	April 17
	Poetry and Postmodernity
Geoffrey Hill, Carol Ann Duffy, Andrew Motion, Craig Raine, 

James Fenton, Blake Morrison, Benjamin Zephaniah; 
Alan Ayckbourn, Tom Stoppard, Derek Walcott
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Ajánlott szakirodalom   
Further reading
· Raine, Craig. T. S. Eliot. Oxford University Press (2006).

· Ricks, Christopher.T. S. Eliot and Prejudice. (1988).

· Denis Donoghue (1959), The Third Voice: Modern British and American Verse Drama
· Forster, E. M. Essay on T. S. Eliot, in Life and Letters, June 1929.
· The Angry Young Men: A Literary Comedy of the 1950s (2002) by Humphrey Carpenter, an anecdotal group biography

Gilleman, Luc (2008). 
· rom Coward and Rattigan to Osborne: Or the Enduring Importance of Look Back in Anger. Modern Drama: Vol. 51, No. 1: 104-124. 104

· Langford, Larry (1997). The Unsocial Socialism of John Osborne. English Studies: Vol. 3: 237-257. 237.

· Weiss, Samuel (1960). Osborne's Angry Young Play. Education Theatre Journal: Vol. 12, No. 4: 285-288

· Tom Maschler (editor), Declaration, MacGibbon & Kee, London, 1957; page 8)

· Colin Wilson, The Angry Years (London: Robson Books, 2007), chapter 1.

· Christopher John MacGowan, Twentieth-Century American Poetry, Blackwell Publishing, 2004.
· Christopher Beach, The Cambridge Introduction to Twentieth-Century American Poetry, Cambridge University Press, 2003. 
· Carrie Noland, Poetry at Stake: Lyric Aesthetics and the Challenge of Technology, Princeton University Press, 1999, p4. 

· Matthew Campbell in Neil Roberts, A Companion to Twentieth-Century Poetry, Blackwell Publishing, 2001.

· Peter Childs, The Twentieth Century in Poetry: A Critical Survey, Routledge, 1999. 

· Stephen Fredman, A Concise Companion To Twentieth-century American Poetry, Blackwell Publishing, 2005. 

· Patricia Waugh, Literary Theory And Criticism: An Oxford Guide, Oxford University Press, 2006. 
